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NATIONAL SECURITY DECISION DIRECTIVE 2

To: . The Vice President _
"The Secretary of State
The Secretary of the Treasury - _
The Secretary of Defense S
‘The Attorney General C £ '
The Secretary of Commerce .
The Secretary of Energy
. The Director of the Office of Management & Budget
"The Director of Central Intelligence
.The United States Representative to the Unlted Vatlons
‘The'Counselor to the President: (Policy)
'»;The'Chalrman, Council of Economic Advisers g
"The Assistant to the President for National Securlty Affalrs
. The Director, Arms Control and Dlsarnament Agency LR
- "The Chief of Staff : R
', The Chairman, JOlnt Chiefs of Staff L T
SUBJECT: " The National Securlty Counc1l Structure_.7

Lane ke

. P N - .

O T . \ &
AR o

I. Natioaal‘Security Council

- The National Securlty Counc1l shall be the prlneléal forum f .
for con51deratlon of national securlty pollcy issues requiring .
Pre51dent1al determlnatlon- B 4

The functlons, membership and IESponSlbllltleS of the Iationai
Security CounCll shall be as set forth 1n-the Nat;onal Security Act:
of 1947, as amended. . D e

Lhe Counc11 sha;l meet regularly, and dlSCUSSlon w1ll-—except.:
in -unusual c1rcumstances——be -limited to agenda suo]ects. Eeads of
Departments and Agencies not statutory members shall participate
as appropriate when matters affecting their Departments or Agencies
are considered. The Assistant to the President for National
SecurityAAffairs,vin consultation with the Secretaries of State

znd Defense, shall be responsible for determining the agenda

and ensuring that the necessary papers are preparad.
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The Secretary or State 1s responSLDLe IOr preparation of all

papers'concernlng matters affectlng the foreign pollcy and forelgh
relations of the Unlted States for consideration by the NSC.

The Secretary of Defense is responsible for preparatlon of -
all papers concernlng matters of direct and primary concern to the
Deparcnent of Derense and defense pollcy for conSLderatlon’by the
NSC. To assist the Secretary of State and Secretary of Defense in
carrylng out thelr 1nd1v1dual responsi ibilities, lnterdepartmental

' grouos will be establlshed.» Their organlzatlon and functlons w111
. be the subject of a subsequent NSDD. | 2

II. | ResponSLbllltles of the Secretary of State

‘The Secretary of State is my prlnc1pal forelgn poilcy advrsor.ﬁw:
As such, he is respon51ble for the formulatlon of forelgn pOllCY
and for the executlon of approved poTlcy. _

SR have a551gned to the Secretary of State authorlty and
responSLblllty to the full extent permltted by law* for the over—
all dlrecclon, coordlnatlon and superv1510n of the- 1nterdepa tmental
act1v1t1es 1nc1dent to forelgn policy rormulaclon and all inter- e

- departmental actlv1t1es of the United States overseas.; Such
activities do not 1nclude those of United States mllltary forces
operating in the fleld where such forces are under the command of
a United States area military coamander and such other mllltarv
activities as I elect as Commander in Chief to conduct through
military channels. The Secretary of State will discharge this

authority and responsibility primarily through the Deputy Secretary

of State and the appropriate Assistant Secretaries of State, who

* Tncluding continuous supervision and general direction of econcmic
assistance, military- assistance and sales orograms,:as authorrzeﬂ
by law. T ‘
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will be assisted by interdepartmental_groups bf.nhich they
will be chalrmen. '

activities which are internal to the executlon and admlnls;
tration of the approved programs of a single department or agency'
and which are not of such a nature as to affect signif lcantly the
overall U. S. overseas program in a country or reglon are not con-
51dered to be lnterdenar;mental matters in the meanlng of thls y

Dlrectlve.z If dlsagreement arlses at any echelon over whether a

.matter is- lnterdepartmental ‘or not w1th1n the.meanlng of thlS.'J

Dlrectlve, the procedure set forth hereln w1ll be lnvoked whlch
permlts a department or agency to appeal from the- dec151on of a.
- chalrman to the next hlgher authorlty.y

1. The Senlor Interdepartmental Group —- Forelgn POllCV (SIG—

- B
v

?)

. - '

TO_ ass;st the Secretary of State in dlscharglng ‘his -

authorlty and respon51blllty for 1nterdepartmental forelgn policy -

or foreign affalrs matters whlch cannot be dealt with adequately L

at lower levels, 1nclud1ng those of the Intelllgence Communlty,‘

the (SIG FP) is- establlshed. The SIG-FP shall comprlse the:

Deputy Secretary of State (Chalrman), the Deputy Secretary of.‘:y*ﬁ

DeFense, the Dlrector of Central Intelllgence, the Chalrnan of
the Joint Chlefs of Staff, and the As51stant to the PreSLdent for

National Secur;cy Affairs. Representatives of other Departments
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' and Agencres w1th responSLblllty for spec1f1c matters to‘beé=}

'conSLdered w111 attend on 1nv1tatlon by the Chalrman.i'*"'“”
The Senlor Interdepartmental Group - Forelgn POllCY
S will assmst the Secretary of State by-f-'» '

'a.;,ensurlng that lmportant forelgn pollcy problems o

«d(requlrlng 1nterdepartmental attentlon recelve full

rompt and systematlc conSLderatlon,,.~”

eallng promptly w1th 1nterdepartmental matters A

ref rred.by the Assxstant Secretarles of State or -

: 1sed by'any of its members,'or,llf such matters

requlre hlgher level con51derat10n, reportlng them

:conSLderatlon and, 1f approprlate, preparlng the'

-;analytlcal rev1ew for the conSLderatlon of the

’*?Natlonal Securlty Counc11 and the Presrdent-'

wcrffassurlng a proper select1v1ty of the forelgn pollcy/
:T.forelgn affalrs areas and 1ssues to whlch the Unlted

;-States applles its resources and establlshlng the.”

:prlorltles for resource commltment-ﬁ:';':
d.:'monltorlng the executlon of aporoved pollc1es‘and
eoperatlonal deClSlons, - :

e verlelng the adequacv and efrectlveness of.lntere
departmental overseas: orograms and actlv1t1es.}
The: CIC«FP will. meet i | ’ \‘.‘_”d‘td - ' regular1v

‘or -at the call of the.ChairmanperA Secretarlat'com—‘
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prising full-time personnel of the Department of State and per-—
sonnel provided at the Chairman's request by the.Departments and
Agencies represented.on the SIG shall be_establishedw ,

2. Interdepartmental Groups

To aSalSt the Assmstant Secretarles of State, Inter-'}
'departm ntal Groups (IG) shall be establlshed for each qeographlc
reélon correspondlng to the ]urlsdlctlon of the geographlc bureausi;fif
in the Department of State; for Polltlcal—Mllltary Affalrs, and e
for Internatlonal Economlc Affalrs. Each IG shall comprlse the f
approprlate A551stant Secretary of State ( | _7] Chalrman) and ﬂﬂfn'
a deSLgnated representatlve of the Secretary of Defense, the .
Director of CIA, the Chalrman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and L
the ASSlStant to the President for National Securlty Affalrs. L
Representatlves of other Departments and Agenc1es w1th respon51—.;9'
_ bllltV for spec1f1c matters to be considered will attend on 1nv1ﬁa;f:‘
tlon by the Chalrman. The IG'ror Interdepartmental Economic Affalrs
w111 ‘include representatlves ‘of the Secretary of the Treasury;y“.
the Secretary of Commerce and the Spec1al Trade Representatlve..;*
The.A551stant Secretarles of State, in their. canac1t1ee
as ’ Chairmen of the IGs, will assure the adequacy of
United States policy in the areas of their responsibility and‘of
the plans, programs, resources and performance for implementing
that policy. They will be responsible for the conduct of inter-

agency policy studies within the areas of their responsibility

for consideration by the Senior Interdepartmental Group.
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The régional Interdepartmental Groups also shall prepare

contlngency plans pertalnlng to potentlal crises in thelr

-respective areas of respons;blllty. Polltlcal—mllltary contlngency

planning will be conducted under the direction of and coordination

with the Chairman of the Political—Military Interdepartmental Group.

IIT. ResponSLbllltles of the Secretary of Defense

The Secretary of Defense is my principal defense pollcy adv1sor.'
As such, he 1is respons1ble for the formulatlon of all matters or"
dlrect and prlmary concern to the Department of Defense and defense

pol*cy._

I have aSSLgned to the Secretary of Defense authorlty and

_ resnon51b111ty to the full extent permitted by law for the overall

direction, coord1nat1on and supervision of the 1nterdepartmental

activities 1nc1dent to defense pOlle formulation and all 1nter—"

—~ .

* departmental act1v1t1es of dlrect and primary concern to the Depart—

ment of Defense and defense policy. The Secretary of Defense wrll

be assisted by lnterdepartmental groups on which represehtatives of

i

the Department.of Defense will be ! :chairmen,7;

1. The Senior Interdepartmental Group -—- Defense Policy

(S1IG-DP)
To assist the Secretary of Defense in discharging his

authority and responsibility for interdepartmental defense policy .
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+ -+ matters whwch cannot be dealt w1th adequately at 1ower leveTs,“.
1ncludlng ‘those of the Intelligence Community, the SIG -DP is
establlshed. The SIG-DP shall comprlse the Deputy Secretary of:
Defense'(Chairman), the Deputy Secretary of State, the Direetor:'
of Central Intelligence, the Chairman, Joint Chiefs ef Staff'
and the Assistant to the President for National Security
Affairs. Representativee ef other Departments and Agencies with
sbecific matters:tolbe considered will attend‘on-invitation by the
Chairman.S‘&; - | | | .
i The Senlor Interdepartmental Group — Defense Polley "
will assist the Secretary of Derense by: :
| a. ‘ensurlng that important derense bollcy probleﬁs
.requlrlng lnterdepartmental attentlon receive full,
prompt and systematlc conSLderatlon.
b:?"deallng promptly w1th 1nterdepartmental matters
referred by the Assistant Secretaries of Defense or f..&
raised by any of its members, or, if such‘mattera-;'J'
require higher level consideration,'reporting them
promptly.to the Secretary of Defense fd; apprppriate
eoneideraticn and, if appronrlat ,.prepariné the'
analytlcal rev1ew for the consideration of the
National Security Council and the President;
Cc. assuring a proper'selectiVity of the defense policy
areas and issues to which the United States applies

its resources and establishing the priorities for

resource commitment;
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d. monltorlng the execution of approved pol;c1es and

| operational‘decisions. . .

The .  SIG-DP will meet in the Department of Defense-
regularly andéEpecially at the call of the Chairman;_ A
Secretarlat comprLSLng full-time personnel of the Deoartment
of Defense and personnel prov1ded at the Chairman's request by
the Departments and Agencles represented on the SIG- DP shall
be establlshed. |

S 2% Interdepartmental GrouDs

To a5515t the ASSLStant Secretarles of Dezense, Inter-"i- )
departmental Groups (IG) ‘shall be establlshed as necessary to meet

'Defense POllCY requlrements. Each IG shall comprlse the approprlate:'

ASSlStant Secretary of Defense { . Chalrman) and a de51gnated
i o Central Intelliccx
representatlve of the Secretary of State, the Director of / the

Chairman of the JOlnt Chlefs of. Staff, and the Assistant to the.

President for ational Securlty Affairs. Representatlves of other

Departnents and AgenCLes with responsibility for spec1f1c matters

to be conSLdered will attend on invitation by the Chalrman.
The Pssxstant Secretaries of Defense, in thelr capac1t1ef-;-

as t' Chalrmen of .the IGs, will assure the adequacy of e

United States defense policy in the areas of thelr respon51b111ty

|
\
s
and of the plans, programs, resources and performance for 1mplement—
ing that policy. They will be responsible for the conduct of '

g ' |

. . ‘s = . e
interagency policy studies witnin the areas of their responsibility

for consideration by the Senior interdepartmental Group.

.
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Iv. General

The Secretary of State and Secretary of Defense are"“':

authorlzed to establrsh such addltwonal Interdepartmental Groups ; -

on eltner a standlng or ad hoc ba51s as they may determlne:_
desrrable in ‘the dlscharge of thelr respon31bllltles.;:7
The operatlonal responsrblllty or authorlty of a. Secretary

! Ve g
ﬁr II\A"
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concerned serv1ng'on Interdepartmental Groups--lncludlng the o

authorrty t Iglve necessary guldance to the representatlves 1n _“ .

p

4
I

oxr other Agency Head over personnel from the Department or Agency e




